NOTE ON LEATHER

IN Leather of Libraries > published for the Sound Leather
Committee of the Library Association by The Library
Supply Company, 1905, Dr. J. Gordon Parker sum-
marizes the causes of the decay of modern leather as
follows:

1.  The introduction of tanning materials other than
oak and sumach, stronger in tanning, and more rapid
in their action.  Many of these tanning materials are
unstable, and the leather produced disintegrates on
exposure to light and air.

2.  The use of dried and cured skins of variable sound-
ness imported from abroad. Goat, calf, and sheep skins
are imported into this country from all over the world;
some are simply dried in the sun, some salted, whilst
others are cured with various ingredients.

3.  The use of injurious acids and other bleaching
agents to produce bright and even shades of colour.

4.  The use of sulphuric or other mineral acids for the
purpose of developing the depth of colour during the
process of dyeing.

5.  The shaving and splitting of skin for producing an
even substance.

6.  Printing and  embossing grains  upon  leather,
together with other methods of finishing now in com-
mon use,

7.  The stripping, scouring, souring, and retaining of
East India leathers (Persians).

8.  The removal of the natural grease or nourishment
of the skin.

Dr. Parker claims that *it is not only possible to
obtain a leather as good as any leather manufactured